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Abstract

The paper introduces the e-book as a contribution to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. The paper highlights a number of different perspectives on sustainable development with a particular focus on consumer citizenship. 
In responding to the challenges outlined in the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development  the International Federation of Home Economics (IFHE) and the Department of Education and Science Ireland in conjunction with The CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit are launching at this Congress an e-book titled “Global Sustainable Development: a challenge for consumer citizens”.

The e-book, after a call for submissions throughout 2006 and 2007, contains more than 90 papers from every region of the world that were selected by the IFHE Consumer Issues and Family Resource Management Programme Committee for inclusion in the e-book.  In this selection process the committee ensured that there was a mix of academic, discussion, practical and educational papers. The committee has put in considerable time in developing a framework for the e-book and communicating with the authors of the papers. Hopefully the process started by the IFHE Consumer Issues and Family Resource Management Programme Committee will continue so that the content of the e-book will grow over the next few years and provide an accessible gateway into the complex world of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) with a. particular focus on the citizenship role of the consumer.
The overall aim of the UN decade for ESD is to integrate the principles, values, and practices of sustainable development into all aspects of education and learning. This educational effort will encourage a development towards a more sustainable future in terms of environmental integrity, economic viability and a just society for present and future generations.
 Human beings, in common with other living species, dwell in a narrow band of land, air and water on the surface of the third planet from the sun. But unlike other species, we have developed technologies and social and economic systems that consume vast amounts of resources, cause rapid and bewildering changes and overload our environment with waste. We even have the potential to destroy ourselves. The message of the environmental movement is that the task of our generation is to pull back from the brink by realising that by our decisions and actions we not only determine the quality of our lives but we also have in our hands the fate of future generations2. Our current scientific understanding of the history of the evolution of life on earth demonstrates that many different life forms emerged and existed for a period of time and eventually became extinct. The message however should not be all gloom and doom. Humankind’s self awareness and capacity for meaningful life is very powerful and the role of education is vital in the process.
 The principles, practices and values of sustainable development are closely linked to those of the IFHE and echo back over a hundred years to the foundation of the organisation. Ellen Swallow Richards a key figure in the early years of Home Economics raised the concerns that we are now only attempting to address.  Home Economics as a field of study and as a profession, situated in the human sciences draws from a range of disciplines to achieve optimal and sustainable living for individuals, families and communities, and is ideally placed to play a significant role in ESD.  Given the global dimension to sustainability the IFHE as an international organisation, with practicing members operating at local, national and regional levels, is well placed to make a significant impact in promoting and enacting the educational imperatives arising from our current critical inquiry and understanding of sustainable development.
Underlying a number of the papers in the e-book is the call for the interrogation of our concepts of education, human development and of education for sustainable development. I believe that we are social beings and as a consequence education is about the nature and quality of the relationship we have with ourselves, with others and with the natural and constructed world. It is through the expression of these three inter connecting relationships that meanings are formed, identity is shaped, skills are developed and human life is nurtured. The quality of these relationships profoundly affects learning and deeply influences the development of meaning. 

The task of education is to explore what it means to be human, and realise human potential. It is the development of values and the capacity for life long learning that will be of enduring worth to the learner in their engagement with the fundamental personal, social and environmental challenges facing us today. One area which has the capacity to set out a new agenda and provide the basis for a renewal of the moral and social purpose of education is in the emerging field of education for sustainable development. 

Education for sustainable development (ESD) extends from the local to the global, includes the natural and humanly constructed environment and embraces the social justice values of care, respect, interdependence, human rights, peace, inclusion, equality, and citizenship. ESD questions how we use our resources, the ethics of production and consumption of goods and services and the use and impact of technologies on the natural environment and on society. ESD challenges the values underpinning our society, and posits the creation of a global economic climate that places a high value on renewable and sustainable activities within a social justice context. In responding to these challenges we need to significantly develop our capacity for imaginative, creative and entrepreneurial engagement in identifying and implementing new solutions. The immediate educational task for all learners is to deepen our understanding and develop a capacity to enhance the quality of all life, now in the present, without using assets that more appropriately belong to future generations. We have no right to presume that future generations will be able to solve the problems we have created in this generation. We have no right to leave the world in a poorer state for future generations.
The UN decade of education for sustainable development has the potential to be a catalyst for curriculum development at all levels and sectors. New opportunities need be found to critically engage with the different forms of knowledge and provide the basis to meaningfully integrate learning. Teachers, while focusing on global education, will need to develop new approaches to teaching and learning that will allow for greater democratic engagement, ownership, and responsibility in the quest for knowledge and that will allow improvement of our capacity for taking action. Because of its holistic dimension Home Economics and Home Economics teachers and professionals are in a position to provide leadership in the movement for education for sustainable development. 
While much of the current focus is on physical issues of climate change, energy consumption and the depletion of resources there are social and economic factors that are powerful determinants. Even when concentrating on the issue of consumer citizenship there is a web of interrelating elements. Topics such as poverty, equality, democracy, governance, ownership, identity, inclusion, participation, justice, peace, accountability, globalisation, the cycle of production and consumption, traceability, reparation, recovery, sufficiency, carbon footprint and human and welfare rights all have a place in developing understanding with a capacity to take effective action.
A good overarching concept to help bring coherence to the complexity of consumer citizenship is the notion of interdependence from the perspective of both science and humanities. Interdependence posits the idea of a shared humanity and points to the need for a critical examination of how we live in public space.  It posits the need for collective responsibility and for recognition of the universality of rights4. It also introduces the underlying intricacies of our delicate and wonderful ecosystem. Exploration of interdependence has the potential to enable the treatment of the precious world around us and of all life with a renewed sense of respect and sacredness. Interdependence whether implicitly or explicitly stated is in my opinion at the heart of Home Economics.
I would like to thank the many authors who contributed to the e-book and for embracing the concept of the e-book so enthusiastically. Without the large number of contributions received from all over the world it would not have been possible to bring this project to fruition or to capture such a range of perspectives on ESD in one place.
I would also like to thank the members of the IFHE Consumer Issues and Family Resource Management programme committee for coming up with the concept of an e-book on global sustainable development. I know that the e-book has been at the heart of their work for more than two years now.
I would like to thank Miriam O’Donoghue for co-ordinating this project on behalf of the CDVEC, Curriculum Development Unit in Ireland and the IFHE.
I would like to thank IFHE President Lilha Lee for supporting the development of an e-book on Global Sustainable Development. I would also like to thank the Department of Education and Science in Ireland for funding the e-book.

The e-book is an example of good practice and what can result from partnership between organisations.

Finally on behalf of IFHE, the Consumer Issues and Family Resource Management Programme Committee, the Curriculum Development Unit in Dublin and the Department of Education and Science in Ireland. I would like to formally launch the e-book entitled:

“Global Sustainable Development: a challenge for consumer citizens”.
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